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Takeshi Obata 


| always get Hotta Sensei to do the 
bonus pages because | look forward 
to her storyboards... Every time | see 
her she says she haS no ideas, but 
she always comes up with something 
interesting! 


—Takeshi.Obata 


t all began when Yumi Hotta played a pick-up game of go with 

her father-in-law. As she was learning how to play, Ms. Hotta 

thought it might be fun to create a story around the 

traditional board game. More confident in her storytelling 

abilities:than her drawing skills, she submitted the beginnings of 
Hikaru no Go to Weekly Shonen Jump’s Story King Award. 
The Story King Award is an award that picks the best story, manga, 
character design and youth (under 15) manga submissions every 
year in Japan. As fate would have it, Ms, Hotta’s story (originally 
named, “Kokonotsu no Hoshi’), was a runner-up in the “Story” 
category of the Story King Award. Many years earlier, Takeshi Obata 
was a runner-up for the Tezuka Award, another Japanese manga 
contest sponsored by Weekly Shonen Jump and Monthly 
Shonen Jump. An editor assigned to Mr. Obata’s artwork came 
upon Ms. Hotta’s story and paired the two for a full-fledged manga 
about go. The rest is modern go history. 
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BUT 
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GLAD THERE'S 
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HERE! 
AFTER ALL, 
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PLAYING 
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@ILLUSTRATION COLLECTION: SAI 


(H) FIRST OF ALL, THERE ARE MANY ILLUSTRATIONS 
CREATED JUST FOR THIS COLLECTION. 

©) THIS FOLD-OUT POSTER IS A DRAWING I'D BEEN 
WANTING TO DO FOR A WHILE. I DIDN'T DO IT IN THE 
MAGAZINE BECAUSE I THOUGHT I'D BE CONSIDERED A 
MANIAC. SO THIS IS THE FIRST ONE I DID FOR THIS 
COLLECTION. 

(H) ALL OF THE FOUR SEASONS ARE BEAUTIFUL CPAGE 005, 
PAGE 033, PAGE 059, PAGE O77). 

© I WANTED TO CONVEY THE PHYSICALITY OF SAI IN THE 
SUMMER BY HAVING THE LIGHT REFLECT OFF HIS FACE, 
IN THE FALL BY HAVING HIS BODY FLOAT OUT IN FRONT 
OF THE SUNSET, IN THE WINTER BY SEEING HIS BREATH. 
I WANTED THE READER TO FEEL HIS BODILY PRESENCE. 
I COULDN'T THINK OF ONE FOR SPRING. I THOUGHT 
MAYBE I'D HAVE BLOSSOMS CON HIS HAIR AND BODY) 
OR SOMETHING. 

(H) YOU HAVE A NEW ONE OF HIKARU TOO. 

© THERE'S HIKARU IN A LEATHER JACKET CON THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF THE FOLD-OUT POSTER), BUT I DREW THAT 
BECAUSE I WANTED TO DRAW A LEATHER JACKET. BUT 
MAYBE CTHAT FASHION) ISN’T REALLY HIKARU'S STYLE. 
IT'S MORE MITANI’S STYLE. THE ONE OF HIKARU AND 
THE ELECTRIC SKATEBOARD CPAGE 095) IS MY FAVORITE 
IN THIS COLLECTION. I LIKE HIS FACIAL EXPRESSION. I 
PREFER STILL PHOTOS TO THOSE WITH MOVEMENT. 


(Continued on page 72) 
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OF COURSE. 
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MEMBER \ DOWN AS 


SLIP AWAY! PRESIDENT! 


YEAR! A NOT IN 
YOU'RE A FRONT OF 
BETTER TSUTSUI! 
THAN ME! 


BUT I'LL STILL 
TAKE CARE 
OF ALL THE 

RANDOM 
STUFF A 


PRESIDENT 
HAS TO DO! 


ONCE WE GET 
TO WHERE WE 
CANENTER /¥ 
TOURNAMENTS, ig 


I'LL MAKE 
MORE FLYERS 
AND I'LL PASS 

THEM OUT! 

I'LL MAKE 

POSTERS 
TOO! ANO I'LL 
PUT THEM UP! 


MSHA 


ly, 
FINE, FINE! 
I'LL JOIN 
ALREADY! PLEASE! 


SHEESH! PLEASE 


HOLD IT, 
HOLD IT! PRESIDENT! 
THANK YOU 


VERY MUCH! 


IN 
| 


AY ye, 
1 


“oN 


ANYWAY, IT SEEMS LIKE 

| THINK YOU'RE Y | A PRESIDENT 
BETTER SUITED a — i vif HAS TODO A 
FOR THE JOB. ; | LOT AND... UH... 


wae © 


| //| COULD TRY TO 


nd 


rn) 


AND YOU I'LL HELP 

GET ALITTLE YOU 
BETTER 
AT GO. 


RECRUIT 
NEW 
MEMBERS... 


THE GO 


66 


THREE 


MEMBERS 
MEANS YOU 
CAN ENTER 
THE Sree! TOURNAMENTS. 
CLUB! 


A GAME 
OF SHOGI 
AGAINST A! 
GO CLUB 


GET SOME 
MORE NEW 
MEMBERS, YOU 
CAN DUMP THIS 
HURRY UP GUY, OKAY? 

AND DO 


THAT! 


YOU JUST 
WAIT! 
I'LL GO GET 
A SHOGI 
BOARD! 


garne piece in Shogi. 


Cuz YOU'LL 

HELP WITH 
HEAD COUNT, 
THAT'S WHY! 


FINE, YOU CAN 
PLAY A GAME 
OF SHOGI 
AGAINST ME. 
IF YOU LOSE, 
YOU JOIN THE 


GO CLUB. 


AS SOON 
AS YOU... 


DID YOU 
HEAR 
Me?! 


+ Fan says "King General,” the marking on the King 


YOU CAN 
LEAVE SIX 
Gur.” 


*That means he will play without his rook, bishop, lances or knights. 


a. | | | | @ | | 
#0) ye 


all ttle if | 


TSUTSUISENPAl 
WAS HERE 
YESTERDAY! 
HE CAME TO s 
THE GO CLUB! 


REALLY? WOW... 
SO HOW eT IT WAS TSUTSUI 
DIDITEND? ANE WHEN TWO WAS HERE? 

. FIRST-YEARS 
STOPPED BY 
THE CLUB, SO... 


| MET HIM 
FOR THE 


wow! 
AMAZING! 
WAY TO GO! 


BOTHOF ||| |\ 
‘EM \ | \\ q 
JOINED! KN 


X 


(\\ 


Sony 


Biba IT'S ALL 


PRETTY 
THANKS TO 
USELESS, TSUTSUI, 


REALLY. 


mi hi 
7 


0 


HE CAME HEA) WHAT'S 
TO THE DSA SS THIS 


GO CLUB —— 4 OWG ABOUT 
YESTERDAY! = TSUTSUI? 


DON'T YOU THINK 
HE'S SUPER 
SWEET, KOIKE? 


OH,IWISH | 
ICOULDVE \ \ 
SEEN HIM A \ 


SWEET? 
I'D SAY HE'S 


AREALLY 

), STRONG GO ' 

) PLAYER...? 4 * AND HE'S A 
REALLY 

g STRONG GO 

PLAYER! 


CNT WTERVI WITH TASH OTA SESE 2) 


()I ENJOYED READING THE PAGE ABOUT HIKARU’'S STUFF. 

©) THE BROKEN FRIDGE WAS SOMETHING I ALWAYS HAD IN 
MIND FROM THE BEGINNING, AS SOMETHING HE'D PICKED 
UP SOMEWHERE. AFTER ALL, IT'S STRANGE CFOR AN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL KID) TO HAVE A REFRIGERATOR IN 
HIS ROOM, ISN'T IT? 

) YES, IT'S STRANGE. SO I ALWAYS THOUGHT HIKARU 
WAS PRETTY RICH. DO YOU HAVE AN ELECTRIC SKATE- 
BOARD YOURSELF, OBATA? 

© YES, I DO. A YELLOW ONE, JUST LIKE THIS. 


(CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT SOME OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS? 

© THE ONE I HAD THE MOST FUN DRAWING WAS JUNGLE 
CPAGE 037). FROM THE ROUGH SKETCH TO THE 
COLORING, I COULDN'T STOP. USUALLY I TAKE A BREAK 
AFTER INKING AND BEFORE LAYING ON THE COLOR, BUT 
I COMPLETED THIS IN ONE GO. I WAS WORKING ON IT 
24 HOURS NONSTOP. 

(A) I LIKE JUNGLE, AND I ALSO LIKE HALLOWEEN! CPAGE 
O74) 

© I HAD FUN DOING HALLOWEEN TOO. IN THE BEGINNING 
IT WAS JUST FROM THE CHEST UP, BUT THERE WASN'T 
ANY MOVEMENT IN IT, SO I MADE IT A FULL BODY 
DRAWING. THERE ARE ACTUALLY A NUMBER OF IMAGES 
LIKE THIS THAT I'VE WANTED TO DO. BUT I THINK 
THERE NEEDS TO BE A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
ILLUSTRATION AND THE ISSUE OF THE MANGA IT 
APPEARS IN... I DON’T REALLY LIKE HAVING AN UPBEAT, 
LIGHTHEARTED TITLE PAGE FOR A SERIOUS STORY, FOR 
EXAMPLE. IF I HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY, I'D LIKE TO DO 
MORE OF THESE. 

(H) THE ONE OF HIKARU BITING A TV CPAGE 045), SAI IN 
FRONT OF A COMPUTER (PAGE 044), AND OTHERS MADE 
IT ON THE COVER OF JUMP, DIDN'T THEY? 

©THE JUMP COVERS ARE ALWAYS DRAWN TO ORDER. 
THEY EVEN GIVE YOU A ROUGH SKETCH TO FOLLOW. 

(A) REALLY?! I DIDN'T KNOW. 


(Continued on page 104) 


GOISA oS 
FUN GAME. 


YES, TO 
PREP FOR 
COLLEGE 

ENTRANCE 

EXAMS. 


YEAH, I'LL 
QUIT AT 
THE END OF 


QUIT BEING 
AN INSEI? 


ENJOYED 
THESE PAST 
SIX YEARS. 


REALLY ARE 
QUITTING. 


HOW ABOUT 


IT'S NOT LIKE COMING TO TAKE 
| COULD WIN THIS YEAR'S PRO 
BY AFLUKE. TEST AS AN 

IT'S OKAY, OUTSIDER? 
REALLY. 


NASE, \ I'VE NEVER 

BEING A YEAR HAVE YOU EVER | BEATEN 
YOUNGER THOUGHT ABOUT ISUMI, AND 
THAN ME, QUITTING? HE DION'T 
PASS THE 


AND AGIRL... A MAYBE NOT... 
Peer 


NG 


PRO TEST. 


HE DID 
QUIT 
BEING AN 


AND 
STUDYING 
AT THE 
KYUSEIKAI... 


OCHI, WAYA 


Ss 


; AND SHINDO 
Se \ WERE THE 
A\S ONES WHO 

ate, \\’ PASSED THE 
“Ss PRO TEST 


LAST YEAR! 


Y 
Y 


I'MA 
l6-YEAR- 
OLD GIRL! 


YOU WANT 
TO HAVE 
FUN? 


BYE-BYE! 


IT WAS 
KIND OF A... 
DOWNER... 


BESIDES, 
|WANT TO 


AAGH! 
MAYBE I'LL 
JUST QUIT 

BEING AN INSE| 


WHERE'S 
NASE? 
NOT HERE 
YET? 


ISN’T SHE 
COMING? 


VERY WELL, 
LET’S GET 
STARTED. 


Vo 


HASN'T 
MISSED THE 
INSEI STUDY 

GROUP 

BEFORE. 


sia aaa 


=o 


SORRY! 
YOU OKAY? 


ms 


I'M ALWAYS 
AT THE GO 
ASSOCIATION 
ON SUNDAYS, 


i NOT OUT 
y 'TFEELS PLAYING. 


STRANGE. 


READ 
< THIS 
Be. WAY _N” 

// WN <r 

7) \ \\ WHATTA 


EXCUSE 


YA THINK 
ABOUT MY 
BOYFRIEND'S 

FRIEND? 


* 
he? 


YOU JUST \p. MY BOYFRIEND 

HANG OUT ‘YG@iine 

Mes | EN AND | WANNA 
HTH BIIN\ (| sPEND SOME 


cuvano = MAAN 
Have run, YW \ TIMERONE, 


G 


REAT! bes 
. \ 


By tS 


YOU TWO 
ARE 
GONNA |/ 

GET LOST? | 
THAT SWEET! % 


NASE |S 
AFIERCE 


THOSE 
SWEET LIPS 


ARE YOU OKAY, 
THIRSTY? WE'RE OFF. 
| HAVE FUN, 


YOU TWO. 


AND GO \ 


OUTSIDE? L Sg 


- 


COME TO THINK 
OF IT, THIS IS 
THE FIRST TIME 
I'VE DITCHED 
INSEI TRAINING. , 


H-HOW 
ABOUT 
WE STOP 
SKATING... 


THE TWO 


A MOVIE? 


sin is ae 


OR BOWLING... 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT. 


OUR {\ 
own 
Room! § 


rooeswr wave (I NS 
OH... I'M TOBETODAY \\\\ 
BUSY NEXT ORANYTHING. \WS COPS! 
SUNDAY. | MEAN, WE'VE | SHOULDN'T 
ONLY JUST MET. COME ON 
TOO HARD! 


MAYBE NEXT Oy 
SUNDAY... | 


No! 
I'M NOT 
TRYING TO 
GIVE YOU 
THE RUN- 
AROUND! ¢@ 


SHE'S NOT 
INTERESTED! 


IS THAT 


lg 
eee lw ((j | 


\ 
K 


| THAT'S 
AND | COULD YEAH Der Sao) ARE THOSE AWE! 
LEARN AND Se OrLay || PLACES CALLED pe 
WE COULD WHERE YOU 
PLAY aicaauaiad CAN PLAY GO? HUH?! 
TOGETHER! LET'S GO 


TO ONE! 


K 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


2} 
4 
me 


NEW FLOWER CLUE 


ENTERTAIN- 


PROTECT 
YOU, NASE! 


IF 
ANYTHING 
HAPPENS... 


LET'S GO 
FINDA 
PLACE. ff 


WELL, LIKE 

MAHJONG 

PARLORS, 
GO SALONS ARE 
A TYPE OF ADULT 


ENTERTAINMENT. 


WELL, IT'S 
NOT SO 
EASY TO 
LEARN... 


SALONS 
ARE IN THIS 
PART OF 


TOWN? 


Y 
E: 
Z 


ww WEREN'T Ay 
KIDDING. ZY / 


SOME 
SALONS HAVE 
CLASSES FOR 
KIDS, BUT NOT 

THIS ONE. 


A THOUSAND 
YEN PER 
PERSON. 


I'M THE ONLY ONE 
WHO'LL PLAY. 
HE'S JUST HERE 
TO WATCH. 


OTHERWISE 
THE PLAYER MASTER, 
WILL LEAVE. LET HIM 

WOULDN'T WATCH. 


WANT THAT. 


I'LL SAY! 
SHE 
ELEVATES 
THE PLACE 
JUST 
STANDIN’ 


YEAH, AND 

THIS DUMP 

COULD USE 
SOME 
CLASS. 


COMIN’ 
=| RIGHT UP. 


YOU CAN 
COME IN 


I'VE GOT IT 
COVERED. 


ANYONE 
FREE TO 
PLAY? 


AWRIGHT! 


SWEETIE! 
I'LL PLAY 
YOu! 


HOW MANY 
AN EVEN : STONES YOU 


YOU GOT 
SPUNK, I'LL 
GIVE YOU 


READ 
SHAS 


}/ Y / i \ \ “ y y Yj Z 
Mas (IN |\\"\ \WW\ FY USUALLY, AT. THE 
// FEEUTIKE MINN NN Y, STUDY:GROUP, 


[| f) / cecal ® ~\ae \ y Yu '0 BE PLAYING BY” Y, 
] Wi} WN : | Up Zi INSINCZ 


is) 


DANG IT! 
THIS MATCH 
DOESN'T 
COUNT! 
FORGET IT! 


EVERYONE |, 

ARE GOT SO 
THINGS QUIET... ie 

OKAY? qf’, 
IS THIS 

NORMAL? 


NASE'S THE = HAY = 
ONE WHO ae . AM = NOTHIN’ TO 


WANTEDTO /4¥ 2 6 oz DO WITH 
COME IN! | a NS THIS! 


I'LL HAVE | | Q | UNDER- 
TO PLAY 1. 7 Ls» ESTIMATED 
ALL OUT >+so< THIS 
TOBEAT |, mia, 


SHE MADE 


ARE- QUICK 
MATCH, Cuz | WAS WORK OF 
Missy! \ HOLDING 1M. 


BACK! 


~ AND 
Pe oe ANOTHER 
MIN THE TROUNCING, 


GROOVE. EH? 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


ATTACHMENT 
DESTROYED 
THE LOWER 


MR. DOSHO'S 
NO MATCH | 
FORHER. 


DID | 
IMPRESS 
HIM? 
DID | LOOK 
KINDA 


JUST WHO 


IS SHE, 
BOYFRIEND? 


ASA 


LEAVING. 


YEAH! ' ry\ ane NY = FORGET HIM. 


KEEP \ . a \S l ; 
\ \ C'MON, YER 
PLAYING! \\\\ HOT! 


OH, IT'S 
YOU. 


HELLO? 


zi 


Ss 


HOW? 
OH MAN, 
THERE'S NO 
WAY | CAN GO 
OUT WITH 


HER. 


‘A py Z 
wa SHE WAS : 
(Ns nareeme  TOTALLLAT 
CON THE HOME IN A 
j PLACEHAD SALONFOR 
AN AOULT 
ADULT ENTERTAIN- 


< SALON?! 


si 
wa / NOTONLY 
& | THAT, BUT 
‘ T: | SHE WAS 
| TOYING WITH 


Al 
Lo TOYING?! THE MEN 
THERE. / 


REALLY Ras ; PP . 
WEIRDED AN re ie \y 
ME OuT! : 


YOU STILL 
THERE?! 


Q || YOU GUYS JUST 
MET FOR THE 


_ || FIRST TIME! WHAT 
=~ KINDA ADULT 
| ENTERTAINMENT 


WAS IT?! 


PRETTY TO THINK 
IMPRES- SHE'S THE 
SIVE. SAME AGE 


INTRODUCE LOOK, 
NEXT TIME 
ME TO AGIRL 
WHO'S FREE TO CAN YOU... 
HANG OUT ON 
SUNDAYS? 


ia 


AFRIEND 
SET US 
UP. 


WELL, WE STARTED 
OUT ICE-SKATING, 
BUT THEN WE 
ENDED UP GOING 
TO AGO SALON. 


WHY DID 
YOU MISS 
LAST 
WEEK? 


| WAS WORRIED 
SINCE YOU'D 
TALKED ABOUT 
QUITTING. 


HMPH! 
ISN'T THAT 


.MIDOLE- 


AGED 
BOZO. WHEN HE FOUND 
EASY OUT | PLAY GO, 


HE SAID HE 
WANTED TO 
SEE ME PLAY. 


PICKINGS. 


I'M IN NO 
HURRY TO 


STOP 
BEING AN 
INSEI! 


IT'S HARD 
TO GO OUT 
WITHA 
REGULAR 
GUY. 


CNT WTERVEW WITH TASH OKTASHSEL 


© FOR EXAMPLE, FOR THIS ONE (PAGE 045) THE EDITOR 
IN CHARGE OF COVERS GAVE ME A ROUGH SKETCH OF 
HIKARU BITING THE TV AND SAl LOOKING WORRIED. 

(HW) HOW ABOUT CPAGE 069) WHERE SAI AND HIKARU ARE 
PLAYING GO ABOVE A BLANKET OF AUTUMN LEAVES? 
WAS THAT A JUMP COVER? 

©) WHEN IT’S JUST A ONE-PAGE ILLUSTRATION, I GET 
INSTRUCTIONS ABOUT THE MOOD, BUT NOT AN ACTUAL 
SKETCH. 


)THIS IS A QUESTION ABOUT COLOR. SO FOR THE DRAW- 
ING YOU USE COPIC CAN ALCOHOL-BASED MARKER), 
BUT, FOR EXAMPLE, HOW DO YOU COLOR IN SKIN TONE? 

©) STARTING WITH THE LIGHTEST COLOR, I OVERLAY FIVE 
OR SIX COLORS BEFORE EACH DRIES. LIKE EOOO, EOO, 
EO9... 

(H) O00! SO LIGHT! I USE E21--JUST ONE HUE! 
CLAUGHTER) 

©TI USE E21 FOR SHADOW. WHEN I'M REALLY TRYING TO 
GET SAI’'S SKIN COLOR, I USE THE R SERIES. WHEN I'M 
IN A HURRY I USE THE E SERIES CTHAT I USE FOR 
HIKARU). 

(H) HOW LONG DOES THE COLORING TAKE? YOU SAID 
JUNGLE CPAGE 037) TOOK 24 HOURS. 

©)THE COVER OF VOLUME 15, WHERE SAI IS DANCING 
CPAGE 080) TOOK 9 HOURS JUST FOR THE COLORING. 
THE ONE WHERE HIKARU AND AKIRA ARE STANDING 
TOGETHER CPAGE 066) WAS QUICK--3 TO 4 HOURS 
FROM PENCILING TO COMPLETION. 


(Continued on page 136) 


HOW'D YOU 
GET THIS 
NEW CD?! 


SO HOW'D 
YOU MANAGE HEY! 
TO BUY THIS?! QUIT 
TOUCHING 
MY STUFF! 


7) Ni HOPE YOu 


YOU KNOW HAVEN'T 
MONEY'S TIGHT BEEN 
RIGHT NOW! Af: NAGGING 
YOU THINK WE'RE a | 
NOT AFFECTED = 
BY THE 


RECESSION?! 


— jo 
ISN'T THERE YOUVE = . i 
A SCHOOL BEEN GOING || & : (|) Ne LIVE You 
CLUB FOR TOGO & ST 4| SOME OF MY 
THAT?! ; SALONS?! \ SY AANGE | PART-TIME 
: VANS \ EARNINGS... 


THAT'S 
NOTHING! 
JUST ONE 
VISITTOA 
GO SALON 

COSTS 

500 YEN! 


Sh me AND IF YOU'RE 
ee Ke f \ A SPENDING THE 
MONEY | GIVE 
BIZNESS, y YOU ON GO 
YOU HAG! A SALONS, HOW'D 
iA YOU PAY FOR 


a \ AP ——— = THIS CD, HUH?! 


THE ONE 
WITH THE 
LIFE AND 


DEATH 
PROBLEM 


SO HAZE 


AN, 


ELL, | 
SAW HIM. 


wi 
te 
/ ITWAS 
FL AAITANI, IN i 
/p 
it 


\ ROOM 3. 


a ae 


AT THE GO CLUB 
THEY PROBABLY 
AND PLAY FOR 
FUN. 


ABLE ;. Ayo Y ¥ 
Ll 


AYER 


THE VERY — Se 
PLAYER. SS 


HOW LONG —/ Yy SS ul'VE BEEN 
WILL IT STAY co : ACHING 
AT THAT \ . MSE TO GET! 

PRICE, | = \ ig AND ONLY 

WONDER? ; 17,800 YEN! 


NS ASS OAS OS 


HEY KID, I'LL 
PLAY YOU NEXT. 
WHAT'S THE 
ANTE UP TO? 


Ss 


SSS ORS 
—" s\ 
TESS 


— 


YUP, SALONS 

ARE BETTER 

THAN GO 
CLUBS. 


NOT NOW! 
| CAN'T QUIT 
WITH ALL THESE 
LOSSES! 


TWO WINS... 
THAT'S 2,000 
YEN SO FAR. 


BAD IDEA, 
PLAYING FOR 
REVENGE. 
IT ALWAYS 


LEADS TO 
TEARS. 


. YOU LIKE, 
MITANI. 


WELL, 
SOMEONE 
SHOULD EAT 
THEM. 
IT'S ALL BEER 
AND SMOKES 
WITH YOU 
GEEZERS. 


AH, I'LL SEE 
IF | HAVE ANY 
OF THOSE 
SWEETS... 


|LOST TO 
—/ THE KID THE 
&—| OTHERDAY, 
SO | WANT MY 


"= Z 
madam = 


+ 


LATER, #3: 


28 
" 


| _\ LATER’ aN 


MR. SHU, 
YOU SPOIL 
THE KIO. 


| STILL 


HAVE AH ME, 
TO HAVE 


YOU'D LIKE. 


ORDER ME 
A BOWL OF 
RAMEN, 
WILL YA? 


HELLO? 
THIS IS THE 
GO SALON. 
I'D LIKE... 


wl'M UP 1,500, BUT 
IF |LOSE THIS 

ROUND I'LL HAVE 

TO GIVE UP 1,000... 


IF | WIN 
THIS, IT'LL 
BE THREE 
INA ROW, 
MAKING... 


A MEASLY 500 
WON'T GET ME 
ANYWHERE. 


SO I'VE WON 2,000 
YEN, BUT | PAID 
500 TO GET IN. 

THAT MEANS... 


AND BE 
LEFT WITH 
JUST 500 YEN. 


SHOOT! 
| DION’T 
SEE THAT 


ITSA BEHIND. 
CLOSE 


BATTLE 


ON THE 
TERRITORY? 


THAT KID 
IS SURE 
STRONG. 


HE'S 
WINNING A 
LITTLE TOO 
OFTEN. 


HE REALLY 
SHOULDN'T 
WIN 
ANYMORE. 


| HAVING 
eae ae : | COME THIS 
ALREADY apANGEROUS|| Teac | | \  FaAgiibee 
FUDGED IT SINCE |... NOW ik RECOVER. 
EARLIER. COULD BE... i 


ee eee Mia 
2h Se es 


READ 


« 


< 


HERE'S A 
FRESH 
ASHTRAY. 


wl CAN'T STOP 

THINKING ABOUT 
THAT PLAYER! 
I'VE STILL GOT 
SUCH ALONG 

WAY TO GO... 


SS Ee ees 


RAMEN 
DELIVERY! 


| 


19 48) || IF 
"|| 
My 


{Jin fi) at 


|) iM 


hey ; 


HERE TO 
PLAY? 
S 500 YEN 


IT 
FOR KIDS. 


ACTUALLY... 


/ 
WE'RE [3 =/ YOU JUST WANT 
GETTING ee ee TO WATCH? 
FINE, HAVE 
A SEAT. 
HERE'S SOME 


THE OLD 


YOU GOT we: ‘G3 switcHeroo, pS A} 


MY LEFT 
HAND'S 
PRETTY 
QUICK, 
AIN'T IT? 


I'WNOT 
YOU'LL JUST 
GONNA SAY, 
HAVE TO PLAY bic 
DON'T EVER 
ME EVERY 
SHOW YOUR 
TIME YOU DO, 
THAT eSALE FACE 'ROUND 
' HERE AGAIN.” 


YOU LOUSE! 
| KNEW 
SOMETHIN’ 
WAS UP! 


HE LEFT THE 
MONEY HE 
LOST; 


THANKS, 
MR. DAKE. 


HERE, 
PAYMENT 
FOR YOUR 
SERVICES, 


GOTTA ROOT 
OUT THE 
NASTY FOXES, 
RIGHT? 


| HEY, CHILL. \ 


LET ME PLAY ] 
ABIT. 


'FRAID SO. 
ANYWAY, YOUR 
Ae ee et JOB'S DONE. 
SO YOU CAN Oe SH YOU CAN GO 
PREY ON MY Z 
CUSTOMERS 
YOURSELF? 
NO THANK YOU. 


I'M USUALLY 


HEH HEH... FINE. 
NING YOU NEED ME 
HONING My 
SKILLS, AGAIN, JUST 
RING ME UP AT 


CLUB MIDORI. 


BETTER 

gy SCOOT 
GETHOME fe BEFORE 
BEFORE MY | ANYONE 
PARENTS SUSPECTS... 
GET ANTSY, 


WHAT? 
LEAVING NOW? 
I'VE JUST 
LOST THREE 
INA ROW. 


ABOUT TEN 
THOUSAND. 


THAT BRINGS 
MY STASH TO 


UJ 


2m 
wo 
~ 
S 
> 
Ww 


GOOD 
| MADE 


2 


U 


ALL THAT 
AND JUST 
BARELY 
TEN 
THOUSAND 


ONLY SO 
py =f IMNOT EARNING 

| CAN GET AWS) ENOUGH AT JUST 

AWAY WITH AS A THOUSAND PER 

CHEATING. h GANS cre tl 


| 
MANY TIMES 


TEN 
THOUSAND I'VE GOTTA 


ONE GAME, | UP THE 


IT'D BE DONE. s : ANTE. 
if IF | BET... 


MR. DAKE. 
ACALL FOR 
YOU. 


| 


READ 
< THIS 
N. way 


AH... 
MR. SHU, | 
BELIEVE? 


I'VE GOT 
ALITTLE 


HOPING | FAVOR TO 

WOULON'T ASK. 

HAVE TO : 4 

CALLYOU, PP aja 
BUT... lee ye ~ 


atl PUK ah 


Es (*s = | HAVE A 
t eS | 
NOT AFOX, = : Foy CUSTOMER WHO 


REALLY. = | KEEPS CHEATING 
IT'S ALL SMALL as pba ON THE BOARD 
ee STAKES SO... ; || 


MORE LIKE A 
MISCHIEVOUS 


HE'S JUST A THING IS, 


MIOOLE THE 
SCHOOL KID MISCHIEF’S 
GETTING GOT TO 

AHEAD OF S 


HIMSELF. 


BUT HE’S 

PUSHED HIS 
LUCK AS FAR 
AS | CAN LET 
HIM. 


THEN WHY IS THAT 
BRING ME 


IF YOU JUST \ 
HAD A WORD 
WITH HIM, 
THAT'D BE 
ENOUGH. 


OR DOES 
BEING FOND | 
OF HIM... 


JUST A BIT 


yds SS ? 
BETRAYED? // ie; _{ 


Kii« 


Ses are crannies emiaER at: 
pe 


7) 


i ae oS | 
Vy \ (7 Xi) YOU HAVE A 


fo x [ SON AND i : oc: ae 
\ GRANDSON, A\\ \\ 
| KNOW \ SOMETHING ign | Pe 
IT HURTS HAPPEN | 


TOBEBE- | WITH 
TRAYED...\\ THEM? ip 
/ 


DON'T 
MAKE UP 
NON- 
SENSE! 


HEH HEH... 
| GET THE 
PICTURE, 
MR. SHU. 


JUST COME 
TOMORROW 
EVENING, 


POOR GUY... 
DOESN'T WANT 
THE PUP TO THINK 
BADLY OF HIM. 


WELL, 
GOTTA DO 
WHAT | 
GOTTADO... 


|ILOSTA 
LOTTA TIME 
GETTING 
DRAGGED TO 
THE GO CLUB 
TODAY. 


YOU SMELL 
OF LIQUOR. 
YOU OKAY? 


A SINGLE- 
MINDED 
WOOOOMAN... 


a 


READ 
«iHe« By. 
| H | 
K 


MR, SHU, 7 4 


WHAT'RE hi \ 
YOU i Atl we GUESS WHERE 

THINKIN'? / fi \ i Vv ME AN' AKEMI 
HEH \ J WENT AFTER 
HEH... / THAT. 


I'D RATHER 
NOT KNOW. 


~| see 


SS ge I rr 


\ r YP Ye Uh Tr — A 


WE WENT 


VreeN aig, OUT FOR 
es +X 
a x | GRILLED MEAT. 
‘| | MMM... 


IT'S LATE. 
f, YOU SURE HE'S 
COMING? 


BEEN HERE 
EVERY DAY 


PRETTY 
SURE. 


2 
EO) 
Sou 
PE w 
=ort 
™~ © 
iG 


| 
| 


SO YOU 

WENT OUT 

TO EAT WITH 
AKEMI? 

THEN WHAT? / ! 


HOLDS /\/ A\\ ON I'LL SHOW WE TOOK PRINT 
STONES |/ ( \S XQ NOT MUCH YOU,MR. SHU.  CLUBPHOTOS, 

LIKEA | ( iS OF AGO PRINT CLUB WITH OUR 

BEGIN- |\\! PLAYER, PHOTOS! CHEEKS THIS 


THAT GUY. CLOSE! 


| WON BY 
THREE AND 
AHALF 
POINTS, 
INCLUDING 
KOMI. 


| 


sais 


SHOULD | HE'S 
GIVE HIM EVEN BETTING 
EVEN |DONT Two THOUGH TEN 
GAME, NEED ANY STONES, HE'SNOT THOU- 
GOT IT? STONES YOU THINK? THAT SAND 
ore id GOOD? YENA 


GAME? 


— 
\ 

FIVE HUNDRED ' 

YEN PER GAME 


‘BOUT RIGHT? << | 


yj. 


| LUCKED OUT. SAME 
IT WAS TOTALLY AMOUNT AS 
NATURAL TO YOUR LAST 
PROPOSE GAME'S FINE. 
BETTING THAT 


MUCH. 


<ie« 


oi 


JUNIOR 
YOUEVEN ~—_HIGHKID, 
HAVE THAT RIGHT? 
MUCH ON / 


TODAY'S MY TEN 
DAY, PLAYING KIDS THOU- 
AGAINST THIS THESE SAND ce OKAY, FINE 
"MOEFINITELY pis : — 
BUYING THAT Em 
PLAYER ON MY THIN 
WAY HOME. ELSE. 


THIS PUP'S 
GOT NO 


CONT: TER WITH TASH OKTA SIGE 


@SIDE STORIES ON THE CHARACTERS 


(WH) I WROTE THESE JUST AS TI LIKED, INCLUDING MAH- 
JONG, HORSE BETTING AND EVERYTHING. ACCORDING 
TO POLLS, ALL SIX STORIES WERE WELL RECEIVED BY 
READERS. I WAS RELIEVED TO FIND THAT READERS OF 
JUMP ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT A WIDE RANGE OF 
MANGA. 

© I HAD MORE FUN THAN EXPECTED, DRAWING THE MEN 
IN THE GO SALON IN THE NASE STORY. IN FACT, I 
WORRIED THAT I GOT SO INTO IT THAT I MIGHT HAVE 
GONE OVER THE TOP. 

(A) THERE ARE A LOT OF OLDER MEN IN THE MITANI STORY 
TOO. 

© I REALLY GOT INTO THAT ONE. I LIKE MITANI. I 
WANTED TO DRAW MITANI IN STREET CLOTHES, SO 
I WENT ALL OUT ON THE TITLE PAGE OF THAT ONE. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, KAGA'S FASHION WAS TOUGH. 
THE ALOHA SHIRT WAS A GOOD IDEA CI THINK). I 
DEBATED ABOUT HIS MOTORCYCLE. AFTERWARDS I 
WONDERED IF A PASSOL WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER 
THAN A CUB. 

(H) DO YOU LIKE MOTORCYCLES TOO? 

© YES. THE ONE I RIDE NOW IS A SCOOTER. AT ANY RATE, 
FOR THESE SIDE STORIES, I WAS LUCKY THAT I HAD 
ASSISTANTS WHO KNEW A LOT ABOUT MAHJONG, 
HORSE RACING AND MOTORCYCLES. 


@WORK AND SELF 


(H) HOW MANY ASSISTANTS DO YOU HAVE RIGHT NOW? 

©) WE MANAGE WITH NINE--FIVE MEN, FOUR WOMEN. THERE 
ARE ABOUT FIVE OR SIX WHO WORK IN THE OFFICE. OUR 
WORKPLACE IS NONSMOKING. WE ASK THE SMOKERS TO 
SMOKE ON THE BALCONY. 


(Continued on page 168) 


; Pe FV tints 
Game 5 “Atsushi Kurata” ssi 
FROIEBR 3-4 xe re— va ISKy/7 ci VHIa- BE 
ALA B*Y—C- 


-&A 


ASG 


YOUR BOWL 
OF RAMEN! 


Ciie« 
V 


KURATA? 


Go Weekly Headline: Kurata 7 dan fay 


\ ee 
(\\ 


\ 


WHAT IS | 


THIS 
PAPER? 


HE WAS AT 


ere THE MICoLE _—CYE AH... 
SCHOOL 

ATSUSHI THAT WHERE | DID 
KURATA... HE... MY TEACHER 


TRAINING 
EIGHT YEARS 
AGO. 


eo, 


Tl talk about 
my homestay a 
in the United States. 


/My host family \~ 


\ lives in Chicago. 1S [ 
x 2 | iL “ 


HUH? 
I'D WORK 


SUPERHARD | | pecans 
FROM MONDAY | | . | 
| t L BE SO BAD 

TO FRIDAY | Ppa aes 
IFICOULD | | | 

JUSTHAVE |) | 
SATURDAYS 
OFF... 


\ \ Ws" 


«ie 


rh 0? 


WHAT'S 
THAT? | 
EARPHONES? | 


MUST BE 
LISTENING 

| TOMUSICOR 
.\ SOMETHING. 


Sa 


) 


A 
ae 
| 
LEANN, 
i i / Fi 2 
U7 / Ne 
i 

fey i 

Vo oe 


EF 


“ar 


\ aN 


7 


4 


~ EH? 
R / 
a (AG / 
( A { . {| DON'T WANT 


—— =. | | TO INTERRUPT 
| THE FLOW OF 


> 2 \ ' THE CLASS, SO 
Sif LN N ul I'LL HAVE A 

0) WORD WITH 

: HIM LATER... 


A HORSE 
RACING 
PAPER?! 


IS HE 
LISTENING 
TO THE 
HORSE 
RACES? 


11:20 A.M! 
THE 
FOURTH 
RACE JUST 
STARTED! 


ty 


—~ 


| WISH 
| COULD 
HEAR IT! 


| PREDICT 
IT'LL SWING 
ON 5, 
TOP GEAR, 
3-5, 5-8, 


0 
HIS PICK IS 2, 0 
HISAICHIO?! 


HEY YOU! 
HOLD IT 
RIGHT 
THERE! 


IN AHURRY? 
YOU HAVE 
AN ERRAND 
TO RUN? 


I'M GOING 
TO WINS. 


| WON'T 
BUY ANY. 


7 TICKETS 
/ PLACE?! 


OH YEAH! 
YOU'RE THE 
STUDENT 
TEACHER! 


= HMPH! ad eS SS 

[ — THOUGHT / WHAT A 

| THERE'D BE ENGLISH. AREYOU [L _ FOLLOWING 
TEACHING? THE DIREC- 


oN \ HORSES HERE. / 


TIONS OF THE 
OFFICIAL, 
EACH HORSE 


wr sual 
Y 


Bs 


a 


Mes. 
cy 


THIS IS WHERE THIS ISN'T A RACE- 


AND YOU SO RACE REAL MEN TRACK, DUMMY! 
PICKED THE NUMBER 4 CHALLENGE IT’S AN OTB... 

WINNER, WENT 2-7. THEIR EQUINE Y'KNOW, OFF-TRACK 
NUMBER 2, ACUMEN! BETTING JOINT! 


HISAICHIO. 


READ | 
< THis i 


THE 
HORSES 
ARE IN THE 

GATE... 


HE OION'T BUT | GOT 


TAKE THE LEAD THE FIETH 
STRAIGHT OFF. : 
IT WAS 


WHAT'S 
YOUR 
PICK FOR 
RACE6? | 

f 


FIRST? Ld 


DO YOU 
ONLY GO 
FOR WIN 
BETS? 


OKA HIJIRIYAMA 
WILL COME IN 
FIRST. 


THAT'S 
WHAT'S FUN, 
GUESSING 


...AND OKA 
HIJIRIYAMA 
TAKES IT! 


WHO'LL 
COME IN 
FIRST. 


OH, RIGHT. Seite tees 
YOU CAN'T seine 
jens 6 . LEAD... 
BETS, YOU | 
JUST HAVE 

FUN 
GUESSING. 


YASAKA 
MATSUNOYAMA 
TAKES SECOND, 


I'M DOING \ FORA 1-11 
WELL! “ FINISH! 
IT'S MY THIRD 


I 
TODAY! YOU 


CALLED IT... 
OKA 
HIJIRIYAMA | 


pe 


THESE WHAT'S ALL THIS? || YOUPICKED  \\\ AN 
ARE FOR WHAT DO YOU WINNERS IN \\N ___|| | 
REFERENCE? KEEP IN YOUR THREE OUT ‘ 0 AN TH- 
FOR SCHOOL BAG? OF SIX 1 Ve \V i THIRD? 
PREDICTING RACES?! CNG 
WINS?! f 


eT | 


OUT OF A 
DAY'S SLATE, 
WHAT'S THE 


BEST YOU'VE 


THE 
NEXT 
DAY, 
SUNDAY... 


I'VE BEEN 
HERE EVERY 
WEEKEND FOR 


THE PAST SIX 
\ A 


MONTHS. 


SSH 


ns E Six 
FINALLY | AMA WELVE 


GETTING | F ce 
HALF 
RIGHT. 


A OW | 
) | 


y _ ) 


YESTERDAY 
HE GOT FOUR 
HAVE YOU 
EVERTHOUGHT ~—~% WELVE 
nTiou ) TWELVE! 
PLACING A 
BET? 
TL j / 


SEEMS MY 


GUESSES GO | ASKED SOME yeodeie 
WRONG ON | DID IT GUY TOWAGER — AND DONE 
| ACTUAL BETS, TwiceanD - 500 YEN FOR ME. te 
\  SOISTOPPED. WASWRONG | 


4 


A BOTHTIMES. | 


GOAL ISA 


PERFECT 
SET OF PRE- 
DICTIONS. | 


WELL, HE CAN 
ONLY MANAGE 


SMALL 
WAGERS... 


HE'S GOT 

POMODORO 
FOR THE 
FIRST RACE. ‘ 


SO I'LL JUST 
BET 1,000 PER 
RACE AND SEE 
HOW IT GOES. 


RATHER 
PERFECT 
HIS PREDIC- 
TIONS THAN 


BUT AN ADULT 
CAN BET TEN, 
FIFTY, AHUNDRED 
TIMES THAT! 


STILL, MAYBE 
YESTERDAY 
WAS A 


THE REST OF 
THE FIELD'S 
FIGHTING FOR 
SECOND AND 
THIRD! 


NUMBER 8, 
YAMAHISA 


IN THE FINAL 
STRETCH IT’S 
YAMAHISA DYNA 
BY FOUR 
LENGTHS! 


AND 
YAMAHISA 


DYNA, BY 
FOUR 
LENGTHS! 


NP 


n .. TAKES IT! 


DYNA 
TAKES IT! 


SECOND a LEBEN 
PLACE rene 
IS... ENGT 
: LENGTH! 


THE THIRD 


| 
abl ... TAKES IT! 


NUMBER 7, 
KIRIMASARU, 
BY HALF A 
LENGTH! 


NICE WHEN 
IT WORKS 
OUT, HUH? 


WINNING’S 
GREAT! 


FROM THE 
INSIDE IT’S 


SUPER COCO... 


HAYATE 
ICHIBAN 


BREAKS AWAY 
\ AND.. 


YOu 
GUESSED 
IT? 


OH... YEAH, 


GOTTA... 
KEEP THE 
FAITH! 


HAYATE 
ICHIBAN 
TAKES IT! 


; 


HORSES 
WEIGHED IN 


FOR RACE 65... 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


TWELFTH RACE... 
THE HORSES ARE 
BEING CALLED 
TO POST... 


fo 


. m 0 
AL |) I'LL NEVER 
WORRY ABOUT 


HE'S PICKED 
FOUR WINNERS 


MONEY AGAIN! AMAZING! 
MAYBE ILL IT'SNOTA 
EVEN OUMP FLUKE! 

THE TEACHING IF | STICK BY 


GIG AND... THIS KIO... 


WITH THE 
EARLY 
YOSHINO- LEAD... 
ZAKURA 
CLOSE 
BEHIND... 


HAKOBEO ON NEXT, 


THE INSIDE... Rie at 
KONOHAZUKU THIRO LINDOSHEIBU Micesldad A 
CORNER... COMES UP 
STILL FOURTH... 
HOLDING ON THE 
BACK... BACKSIDE... 


FOURTH 
SUZUNO- CORNER... 


KONOHAZUKUh\\ ° 


OUTSIDE... 
IN THE HISATOMO... 


ZAKURA TAIIMA- TSUMUGI 
TAKES THE pe ; pee DODGES... 


LEAD... 


SETOMISAK| SETOMISAKI 
TAKES THE MOVES UP... 
LEAD... KONOHAZUKU 
KONOHAZUKU OUTSIDE... 
STRETCHES 
OUT... 


WELL... GUESS \ 
LL GOPLACE | 


AWIN 
LET'S SEE ++ BET ON 
THE ODDS... NUMBER 6. 
6.4... | 


| HAVE A 
TOTAL 
OF 50,000 
OR SO, 


~e 


IF | BET IT 
MALL, | COULD 
MEE AY OFF MY 
GAR LOAN. 


I'LL KEEP . 2 
IT AT Mf \\ '\ Via NO, NO... 
Ir | HE'S ALREADY 
GOTTEN FOUR RACES 
RIGHT TODAY. 
KURATA SEEMED 
CONFIDENT, BUT IT'S 


ABOUT TIME HE HAD 


ANOTHER MISS. 


SOMEONE PUT 
3.5 MILLION 
ON NUMBER 6 
TO WIN?! 


Hh | MYL 
Y WY My 


SOMEONE 


BET 3.5 
MILLION! 


DOES HE 
HAVE SOME 
INSIDER 
INFORMA- 


3 
Z 
4 
g 
Za 
g 
4 


N 
I 
WS 


INSIDER 
INFORMATION?! 
THIS IS IT! WHATEVER, 
AWIN BET SOMEONE ELSE 
ON 6! BESIDES KURATA 
IN 'S'CONFIDENT 
\ KON@HAZUKU 


WILLAWIN! 


\\ 


a ee 


—— 


WHO 
ARE YOU 
BETTING 


WH-WHY? 


I-IT’S NOT _ 
YOUR PICK OR ] 
ANYTHING... } 
} 


A\ IF YOU'RE 
| DUNNO... ' | as S Pu —\\\ THINKING 
SOMETHING'S — | ‘ : » ABOUT A WIN 

OFF \ \ BET ON 
: KONOHAZUKU, 
| WOULDN'T 


THEY'RE OFF! 
SUZUNO- 
HAGOROMO 
TAKES THE 
LEAD... 


Ex 


THAT DOESN'T 
MAKE IT MORE 
DOUBTFUL. 

IN FACT, | THOUGHT 
IT MADE IT THAT 
MUCH MORE 
LIKELY! 


THE FINAL 
ELEMENT 
IN ANY 
DECISION IS 
INTUITION. 


BECAUSE 
OF THE 
RUMOR THAT |, 
SOMEONE 
BET 3.5 
MILLION? /- 


HORSES 
ARE IN THE 


AND FINALLY, 

NUMBER 14, 

SETO MISAKI 
APPROACHES... 


BACKING OFF 
BECAUSE SOME 
GUY MADE 
A COLOSSAL 
WAGER JUST 
DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE TO ME. 


af ss : : YOSHINOZAKURA 
HAKOBEO ON THE “ z IS IN SECOND 
INSIDE...ONTHE (A. — omen POSITION... 
BACKSTRETCH eae ei ae OSHIMATSUMUGI, 
LINDOSHEIBU = | » ~ 


THEN SETOMISAKI 
TAKES THE LEAD... FOURTH... 
TWO LENGTHS... 
THREE LENGTHS... 


COMING SO UNFOLDING 


AND \ 5 > THROUGH | |HISATOMO EXACTLY 
INTOTHE 7,,| THE TURN, WILL AS YOU DE- 
| STRETCH HISAMOTO || COMEUP SCRIBED. 
KONOHAZUKU MOVES AT THE 
WILL GO 


iy ve TURN, 
TOTHE Se , RIGHT? 


KONOHAZUKU 
TENDS TO 
LEAN TOO FAR 
OUT IN THE 


NS Wat i 
NO... IF THE JOCKEY } { ‘ 
SWITCHES HIS WHIP 

FROM RIGHT TO LEFT 


AND THEN GIVES THE TH-THEN 
HORSE HIS HEAD, YOUR 
THERE'S NO PROBLEM. PREDICTION 
THE JOCKEY, SHINOZUKA, WOULD BE 
IS AVETERAN AND WRONG! 
KNOWS WHAT HE'S —_// 
DOING. 


KONOHAZUKU COMING OUT OF 

INTO THE THE TURN IT’S 

STRETCH ON KONOHAZUKU... 
THE OUTSIDE... ; 


SHINOZUKA 
HAS 
DROPPED 
HIS WHIP! 


KONOHAZUKU'S 
JOCKEY, 
SHINOZUKA 
HAS DROPPED 
HIS WHIP! 
KONOHAZUKU 
FADES BACK AS 
THe FIELD... 


\ ip G 
Ne 


AYN 


SETOMISAKI 
TAKES IT! = 
YOSHINOZAKURA AARGH! 
MAYBE ~— AT SECOND... = USELESS! 

SHINOZUKA 
ISN'T GREAT 
AT SWITCH- 

ING HIS WHIP 


STILL A 
LONG WAY 


IF (0 HAD MORE 
INFORMATION, 
| MIGHT'VE 
BEEN MORE 

ACCURATE. 


YOUR MY 50,000 


NO, KURATA, 
YOU SAVED 
MY BACON. 


INTUITION... IS SAFE. 


Pa 


READ 
Kins 


THE NEXT 


I'VE FINISHED eee 
tid peti | SATURDAY... 
TEACHER 
COME 
HERE TRAINING, BUT 


ABOUT THAT 


BUT...WHERE 


ARE yOu?! 
you SAID WHY AREN'T 
yOU WERE YOU HERE?! 
HERE EVERY 
WEEKEND! 


WF: I 32 
e~-| BORROWED | 

A MILLION 
JUST FOR 
TODAY! 


BUT | KEPT GOING 
KURATA 


a /] TO THAT 


3 | \\ WINS EVERY Tm SAY 
SHOWED.UR \'\\ WEEKEND. ran 50 YOU KNEW 


GAIN} , % KURATA IN 
hl | JUNIOR HIGH, 


FINALLY | WENT 
WAS HE 
ALREADY TO HIS SCHOOL yi 


GOOD AT 
GO BACK 


NO, HE 
STARTED 
GO AROUND 
THE TIME 

WE MET. 


| OUT OF THE 


BLUE HE TOLD 
ME, ‘| STARTED 
PLAYING GO, 
TEACHER.” 


i 


IDUNNO —~¥ = 
HOW GOOD ssl ly '@ ON HORSE 
© ON HORSE 
fe ie — A | an RACES. 
—— aa GO'S MORE 
GONNA GO > + her: INTERESTING. 
| CAN. Ww 
, yw 


ooh UNNI. 


OUT OF 
THE BLUE? 


WONDER 
WHY? 


BLAST IT! 
IF HE HADN'T 
GOTTEN 
INTERESTED 


SO HE KEPT 
PLAYING GO, 


HERE'S 
YOUR 
RAMEN! 


THE FINAL 
ELEMENT 
IN ANY 
DECISION... 


READ 
Civ 


lS 
INTUITION. 


(a WTERVE WITH TAKESH OATA SESE: 


(H) DO YOU LISTEN TO MUSIC WHILE YOU WORK? 
© NO, I LEAVE THE TV ON. I DON’T REALLY LOOK AT THE 
SCREEN. I JUST LISTEN TO THE NEWS BEHIND ME. 


@ BY THE WAY, YOUR CELL PHONE IS COOL. 

© I BOUGHT IT BECAUSE IT LOOKED COOL. [LAUGHTER] 
IT'S PRETTY OLD. 

@ DO YOU TEXT? 

© YES. I'LL TELL MY ASSISTANTS TO COME AT SUCH AND 
SUCH A TIME, FOR EXAMPLE. OR MY ASSISTANTS WILL 
TEXT ME TO SAY, "GIVE ME A RAISE!” [LAUGHTER] 


(WH) I SEE YOU GOT A MOHAWK. DOES THAT REFLECT SOME 
INNER CHANGE? 

© IT'S TO CAMOUFLAGE MY THINNING HAIR. I SHOULD 
HAVE DONE IT SOONER. ONCE A WEEK I TEND TO IT 
MYSELF USING TWO MIRRORS, BUT I'VE GOTTEN BORED 
WITH IT. I'D LIKE A NEW HAIRSTYLE BUT I'VE BEEN 
STUCK BECAUSE THERE'S NO VARIATION. 


(H) LET'S FINISH WITH A QUICK BIO. 

©) I WAS BORN FEBRUARY 11, 1969. I’M 174 CM TALL AND 
WEIGH 53 KG. BLOOD TYPE IS AB. 

(H) OH, I'M AB TOO. AND WE'RE THE SAME ZODIAC SIGN 
CTHOUGH 12 YEARS APART). SO HIKARU NO GO |S CRE- 
ATED BY A PAIR OF AB ROOSTERS! I LOOK FORWARD 
TO OUR CONTINUED COLLABORATION. 


Came © “Fujiwara-no-Sai” 


THE GO CLUB 


WAS OVER 
AND SUMMER 
VACATION 
WAS JUST 
AROUND THE 

CORNER... 


| TOURNAMENT |. 


HIKARU'S 
FIRST 
YEAR OF 
JUNIOR 
HIGH... 


THAT ENGLISH 

TEACHER KEPT 

LECTURING ME 
FOREVER! 


That’s 
because you 
fell asleep 
during his 

class. 


ASA 


SAME 
AS yOu! 


MAY6E I'LL 
SKIP GO 
CLUB 


But you 
slept during 
science and 

Japanese 


YESTERDAY 


\ | LOST THREE 


INA ROW TO 
MITANI. 


IT'S YOUR 


F UH Mm fall) 
guna P| some ” pee Vv 


THERE! 


py 


I'M IN THE NO WAY! 
GO CLUB, IT'S CUZ YOU 
Pris GUYS ARE 
COULD DO NO DARN 
BETTER GOOD AT 
an BASEBALL! 


THAT! 


ge 


FINE! 

ITLL FEEL 
\\, GOoD TO 
\ BLAST 


; N\ ONE OUT! 
looks Ld 4 : Nah \Y 

exciting! . 

Y «\ 

nme 


MY 


HERE GOES! 
MY PATENTED 
BULLET 
EXPRESS! 


Oh! 
Exciting 
indeed! 


t 
! 


. 


i 
ting 


mai 


a 


a4 
As 
Sy 
ie] 
v0 
wo 

a 


fasc 


| 
S = e . Lo | : 


, 


| 


CLUB'S 
ROOM... 


aD aw 
TES 
SoQ 
eeu 


NO 
KIDDIN’! 


YOU'RE THE 
CULPRIT. 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANY IDEA WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE, 


YOUR 
'MREALLY ¥/ / f TROPHIES 
SORRY! §/ // AND 
| y PLAQUES 
ama | 
{| {il al =F / » {| 
A N y 
S Ge. 


a * 
(ee 
\ a 
wio NS 
cor || I SEE THEY 
Agour NS ALL HAVE 
THAT? YOUR NAME 


ON THEM, 


NOT 
JUST MY 
TEACUP! 
My 


TEACUP, 
STUPID!! 


HEY, I’LL 
REPLACE 
IT, OKAY? 


| | \ "a 
5 Q \ ee. Sar 


DO THAT, 
OR yoOu'lLL 


COULD|Buy if 
A DECENT ’ WHAT KINO 


‘ OF TEACUP 
oe | WOULD SATISFY 


eee the 
difference 
between 
them was 
not this Z 


Prov ie 


This place is 
= as noisy asa 
battlefield. 


ps 


REALLY? ies 
WHERE?! Look, 
A teacup! 


WHAT KIND 
OF SHOP |S 
THIS? 


S = 


WHAT?! 
THIS ISA : ae 


KEICHO ERA FORGET IT. 
LET'S 
MOVE ON. 


DURING THE 
KEICHO ERA, AT 
THE START OF 
THE EDO PERIOD, 

THERE WAS A 
MASTER POTTER 
NAMED YAEMON. 


OF os 
| = 
YAEMON!/ aes 


| UNDER- 
STAND WERE THE || TyaT’s 
PEOPLE ULTIMATE GOOD. 
OFTEN MEDIUM FOR 

REFER TO YAEMON'S 

YAEMON'S ARTISTRY. 

WORK AS 


KEICHO 


IMPRESSIVE. 
SO WHAT DO 
YOU THINK OF 
THIS PIECE? 


“tuo 


vA 
| 4 
1 3 
ti 
\ 
}, 
14 
i 


OH... 
THERE'S CLEARLY 
SOMETHING 
SPECIAL ABOUT IT. 
IT'S AT ONCE 
CHARMING AND 
REFINED! 


Ba 


PLEASE! 
HA HA... 


{ CHARMING 
AND 
REFINED? 


YOu hye 
ARE SO 


YET ANOTHER 
WANNABE 
ANTIQUES 

EXPERT WHO 

LIKES TO THINK 

HE KNOWS 

SOMETHI 


IT'S ARARE 
FIND. 
WOULD YOU 
LIKE IT? 


The indigo 
lacks luster! 
The glaze is sloppy! 
The shape lacks the 
refinement of 
Yaeron’s work! 


GET LOST! 
THERE'RE 
DELICATE fe 
THINGS IN 
HERE, 


RN 


ex 


FULL OF IT, 
TRYING TO 
SELL A 
FAKE VASE | 
eae 

MILLION! 


\\\ ely 


Yj 


Zi 


eee 
particular about 
Yaemon’s vases. 
I’m personally 
acquainted with a 
Few of thern. 


RN UUH// 
i) 


Torajiro, 
anata! 
spent a fair 


THIS 1S SUCH A 
FINE PIECE, | 

CAN'T GO UNDER 
1.5 MILLION YEN 

ean 


TAKE A 
CLOSER 


_«R 


THIS 
ISN’TA 
KEICHO 
VASE! 


YOU MAY BE 

AKID, BUT 
THAT'LL BE pt 
1.5 MILLION 


YEN! THAT. 


IN THAT 


DO YOU CASE, 
HAVE ANY WHAT'S A 
REAL ONE 


IDEA? 


The indigo 
has more 
luster and... 


INDIGO HAS 
MORE 
LUSTER. 
YEAH... 


AND 
THE...GLAZE? 
SLOPPY. 


AND THE 
SHAPE HAS 


YOU'VE GOT 
SHARP EYES. 


ttthttiy 


grins, he looks 
like a toad. 
JE I\car’t stand 


toads! 
” Tom 


rit 


| SLIPPED THAT VASE 
UP IN WASA 
FRONT OF Bix FAKE?! 
AVALUABLE [° Al.S 
FOOL. MILLION 
YEN 


FRAUD?! 


BUT | QUITE : ” 
LIKE Don’t ADMIRE THOSE F coe 
HOW?! let this WITH DISCERNING 
- ‘ EYES. TALKING 
man like ABOUT 


ME?! 


KID, THERE ARE 
TWO TYPES OF 
PEOPLE IN THIS 
WORLD... THOSE 
WITH DISCERNING 


CAN'T SEE 
WHAT'S IN 
FRONT OF 
THEM. 


HELLO? 
YES? 


YOU HAD THE & = YOU'VE 
VASE YOU SHOWN ME 
YOUR SO WHAT? BOUGHT HERE : SOMETHING, 
POOR YOU APPRAISED : KID, SO ILL 
DISCERN- ~— WILLINGLY ELSEWHERE LET YOU 
MENT |S PAID ME AND WERE 
NOT MY 200,000 TOLD IT WAS 
PROBLEM! FORIT. ONLY WORTH 
iE 1,000 YEN? 


Zi\ y 

YES, z C\ PEOPLE 
MISTER! || pResump- mm, SHOULDN'T 
TUOUS! : TRY TO OWN 
eee WHAT THEY 
CAN'T FULLY 
APPRECIATE. 

IT'S PRE- 
SUMPTUOUS! 


MUM 


=~ 


I KNEW IT! 
THIS |S 
GRANOPA'S! 


IT WAS 
STOLEN SIX 


THIS IS 
GRANDPA'S, 
FOR SURE! 


BUT THIS 
BELONGS 


GIVE IT 
TO ME! 
DON'T GO 
TOUCHING 
MY WARES! 


| REALLY 
_[\ STOLEN?! f 


HOW WOULD 

| KNOW THAT? t |g 
SOMEONE CAME TO CY 
SELL IT, SO | BOUGHT 
IT, END OF STORY. 


YES. 
WE HAD A 
BREAK-IN. 


It was the only I saw this 
time I went vase at the 
there to teach imperial 
go with palace in 
Torajiro... Kyoto. 


BAe 
% bil 


HMFH! 
| DOUBT IT'S 
WORTH 


MUCH, BUT 4) WHAT?! 
WHY SHOULD 7 & IT'SREAL? 
| GIVE IT TO : 


THAT GUY 
JUST SAID 
IT WASN'T 
WORTH 


agi “a That vase 
hasn’t re ! 
discovered Sa secret, 


but for some 
reason... 


it. 


Y 


YY 


\ 
ri 
ee : IF YOU WANT 
IT, COME 
100,000 YEN BACK WITH 
FOR THAT ae 


100,000 YEN. 


i\\ 


HEY! 
WHAT'RE >~ co ieee 
yO RS x ir SIMPLE AS 


DOING?! 


<iie« 
—oOrtttt—t 


You’re the BROKE eg 
one who YOU'LL PAY 
FOR THIS! 


ty 
PY : 5 
| A, 


| 


te is a toad, 
Hikaru! 


ARE YOU 
HURT? 


I don’t | DOUBT 

know about ae 
bowls! 

os WORTH 


THAT. 


that over 
there. 


It looks like 
the shop 
owner has a 
taste for go. 


Challenge 
him toa 


YOU'RE 
JUST TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 
OF THIS SO 
YOU CAN 
PLAY GO! 


| WON'T GET 
ANYWHERE 
TALKING TO 
YOU, GIRL. 
TELL ME 
YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER AND 
I'LL CALL 
YOUR FAMILY. 


194 


HOW 'BOUT | 
CHALLENGE 
YOUTOA 


AH! 
YOU PLAY 
GO TOO? 


YOU SURE 
YOU CAN 
PLAY LIKE 


A 2 F 

ee ‘i THIS 
4m | ewes 
oo 2 | Gear 
2% 2! Feo 
FT sii) DAN 
iy (eT Be! player! 
me 2 TK 


| = 


| ASSURE 
YOU, THAT 
CERTI- 
FICATE’S 
NO FAKE. 


y HEY, IF YOU'D 
LIKE TO BACK 
OUT, THAT'S 
OKAY BY ME. 


Udi. 


I KINDA 
LIKE YOU, 


BUT DON’T 
THINK... 


ia 


\ AK 


= 


S 
> 
> 


SAI, THIS GUY'S 


wal 
FACE FREAKS sake 


WITH SOME a ap). 
YOU OUT. BRAT WHO'S | | Ree 
WILL YOU BE JUST YANKIN’ NY | | 


MY CHAIN! 


I’ll not give 


this man 
a chance to 
sneer. 


| SHOULD PLAY... 
EXCEPT I'M NO 
GOOD AT GO Y \ 
SO I'D GET e 
SLAUGHTERED! 
WHAT SHOULD | 
DO... MAYBE 
CALL THE 
POLICE OR 
SOMETHING...? 


HEH HEH... 
| HAVEN'T 
PLAYED 
BLACK IN 
AWHILE. 


THE FIRST 
MOVE. 


SS 
SS 
< 
\ > 
) ie” ~ 
» 


ee = 


THIS KID’S 
UNBELIEV- Rr 


Po 
ow 
WO 

V9) 


1 


IT 


COM- 
PLETELY 
ONE- 


EVENA 
BEGINNER 
LIKE ME CAN 

TELL 


«i 
we gh ss 


KIO... AS 
WHAT 
SKILL! 


at {the ») Palace 
around) that Fime 


ps thinkithe 
Vereen I once 
Sane a oe, 


ae ‘ice 
= 


neither Torajiro 
nor I could stop | 
gazing at it, even 


That vase 
was so 
lovely... 


when we were 
supposed to be 
focused on the 
go board. 


It must not stay 


‘ inthat mar’s = al 
request, Hikaru! foto i 


Let us continue |: Ne ZS vere 
this game, = 5 y, AMAZING! 


A cS iS 


WE'LL 
SWITCH AND 
CONTINUE 
THE GAME. 


CAPTURED 
STONES 


THIS 
GAME?! seinem iy IF | MAKE A 
THAT | JUST sales COMEBACK 
ResiGNeD || power 2 AND WIN... 
vAsSeTO x 
THE GIRL? \ 
N > 


\ 


take a 
stone. 


at 


7} 


HY 
Hi 


YOULL 
RETURN //)\ 
THE =| / 

VASE. |// | 


REALLY?! 
WE'LL GET 
THE VASE 
BACK?! 


C-CURSE 


IT! 
TAKE IT IT! 


TAKE THE 
BLASTED 


MISTER, WILL 
YOU POUR 
THE WATER 
FROM THAT 
VASE INTO 
THIS ONE? 


YOU'RE 
GOING 
TO PUT 


GRANDPA 
ALWAYS 
KEPT IT 

CAREFULLY 

WRAPPED 


WATER IN 


HE SAID HE 
WOULD GIVE 
IT TO ME 
WHEN | GOT 
MARRIED. 


What a To behold 


profoundly this vase 
moving once more... 
experience. 


It has 
survived 
the flow 

of time... 


much 


|SEE 
FLOWERS 
FLOATING 
UP FROM 
THE 
BOTTOM 
OF THE 
VASE! 


|  AFLOWER 
THERE'S A IF 'M RIGHT, VASE a 
SPECIAL GLAZE THIS WAS bare dt hes E 
ON IT THAT i Naa ee 
CREATES THAT A fe 


FLOATING 


FLOWER EFFECT. 


I'D... HEARD 


OF 
THIS...THIS SOMETHING 
REALLY LIKE THIS... 


THOSE WITH 
DISCERNING 
EYES AND 
FOOLS WHO 
CAN'T SEE 
WHAT'S IN 
FRONT OF 


\y” 


\\y 


MASTERPIECE. y: 


HEY! f | 

AREN’ 

JUST TWO TYPES 

OF PEOPLE IN THE 
WORLD? 


THEM? 47. 


T THERE 


\ 


nN 


A 


wT ) 


DON'T TELL ME 
YOU FALL INTO 
THAT SECOND 
CATEGORY, 
MISTER. 


WELL, 
= there’s ZB SETTLES 
— something = THAT! 
we’re 
» forgetting... 


; SX 
= Dre 


KAGA'S 
TEACUP! 


MOM! 
a | CAN | HAVE 

WHAT DO oe ss 8 THIS 
YOU NEED ~ TEACUP? ! 
IT FOR? ee 


NOTICE 
YAEMON'S 
BRUSHWORK. T's AKEICHO 
THEY SAY HIS 
TEACUP 
FISH SWIM LIKE 
FROM THE 
THEY WERE EDO PERIOD 
PAINTED BY THE 
BRUSH OF A 
GOD! 


aK 


KEICHO 
TEACUP 

MY HEINIE!! 

Ke 


—_| ~ 


The End of Side Stories 
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